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2 ‘Rural Sociology Fifty-Year Index 


Introduction 


The journal Rural Sociology has completed fifty years of publication. This 
index to Volumes 1-50 is designed to provide complete references to articles 
published in the Journal between 1936 and 1985. All subject and author 
citations used in earlier indices with the exception of obituaries have been 
retained (see Volumes 20, 30, and 40). 

In Volume 30, William Sewell (1955) commented how difficult it is to 
categorize articles. We have elaborated on Sewell’s classification scheme 
(Christenson and Garkovich, 1985), and all articles have been reviewed by 
two individuals to provide continuity and consistency in classification. Changes 
in terminology, focus, and method of sociological writings over the fifty-year 
period have made a single set of index categories problematic. Our goal has 
been to make the index useful by uniting writings published throughout the 
period to concepts and categories suitable today. Thus, our approach has 
been to provide an extensive listing of subtopics to facilitate an appreciation 
of the variation within the themes of main topics. Inspection of volume 
numbers within subtopical sections also reveals the change of foci within main 
areas over time. 

The author index contains 1,782 titles, which represent 1,323 different 
authors. Only three authors have published more than twenty articles (see 
Christenson and Coleman, 1985): only fifteen have published more than a 
dozen articles. Most authors have published in Rural Sociology only once. 

The subject index includes 4,915 citations, with 338 main topics, 847 
subtopics, and extensive cross references. Overall, most articles have three 
different entries; however, some appear as many as eight times. All articles 
are listed at least once. We hope the additional cross listings and subtopics 
facilitate quick and efficient utilization of this index for your research. We 
might note that subjects with the most headings include methodology, rural- 
urban differences, migration, and community, and our attempt has been to 
break down subjects so that subareas can be quickly identified. Volume 50, 
Number 4 (Winter) provides a content analysis of the articles with special 
foci on themes, methods, presidential addresses, and reoccurring issues. 

I want to thank Dr. Lorraine Garkovich, who carefully reviewed each 
article, chose main headings and subtopics, and entered each citation to its 
category. This index is hers. Ann Stockham provided the logistic coordination 
of the thousands of entries and copy-edited all listings. Donna Fain carefully 
typed the subject index. To each of these individuals, we owe a debt of thanks. 





Author Index 7 


Guide to Usage 


The fifty-year index is divided into two sections. The first is an author index, 
which lists in alphabetical order the first author responsible for the contri- 
bution. The complete citation is given for the senior author only. Cross 
references are provided for other contributors. The sequence of a citation 
is: author, co-author(s) in parentheses, title, volume number, issue and year 
in parentheses, and page numbers. When an author has contributed more 
than one publication, articles are listed in alphabetical order by the first word 
in the title. 

The second section is the subject index, and it is intended to serve as a 
practical desktop tool. The user is encouraged to become familiar with the 
major topics, which are listed on page 1 26 with their beginning page numbers. 
A perusal of these headings and their cross references will provide a quick 
reference to the classification schema. The subtopics have been arranged 
alphabetically, and they have been chosen to make your search as discriminate 
as possible. They are not exhaustive, but they illustrate and clarify categories 
that have the greatest number of citations to make your search less burden- 
some. The subject utilizes a code consisting of the last name of the senior 
author, volume number, issue and year in parentheses, and beginning page 
number. As a time-saving technique, this style of classification enables the 
user to look up either the full reference in the author index or go directly 
to the Journal for the complete article. 


James A. Christenson 
Editor 
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